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§ 1951. ' Interference with commerce by threats
or violence

(a) Whoever in any way or degree obstructs de-
lays, or affects commerce or the movement of any
article or commodity in commerce, by ro or
extortion or attempts or conspires so to do, or dom-
mits. or threatens physical violence to any persén or
property in furtherance of a plan ar purpose to do
anything in violation of this section shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty
years, or both. .

(b) As used in this section—

.(1) The term “robbery” means the unlawful tak-
ing or obuumng of personal property from the
person or in the presence of another, against his
will, by means of actual or threatened force; or
“violence, or fear of injury, immediate or future, to
his person_or property, or property in his custody
.or possessior; or the person or property of a rela-
tive or member of his family or of anyone in his
company at the time of the takmg or obtmmng

"(2) The term “extortion” means the obtammg of

;,property from another, with his consent, induced by

wrongful use of actual or threatened force, violenee,
or fear, or under color of official right. b

. (3) The term “commerce” means commerce with-

in the District of Columbia, or any Territory or

- Possession of the United States; all commerce be-
tween any point in a State, Territory, Possession, or
the District of Columbia and any point outside
- thereof; all commerce between points. within the
same State through any place outside such State;
~and all other commerce over which the United
. States has jurisdiction.

(¢) This section shall not be construed to: repeal,
modify or- affect section 17 of Title 15, sections 52,
101-115, 151-166 of Title 29 or sections 151-188 of
Title 45.

(June 25, 1948, c. 645, 62 Stat. 793; Sept. 13, 1994, Pub.L.
103-322, Title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), 108 Stat_2147.) -

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
References in Text - :

Sections 101 to 115 of Tltle 29, referred to in text of
subsec. (c), is a reference to Act Mar. 23, 1932, ¢. 90, 47 Stat.
70, popularly known' as the Noms-LaGuardm Act. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 101 of Title 29, Labor, and Tables.

)

Section 11 ofthatact,fomerlyclasslﬁedtosecnon ulot
TltleZQ was repealed and reenacted: as section'3692 of this
title byActJune25 1948, c. 645, § 21 62Stat.862 eﬂ.Sept.
1, 1948. R

Section 12 of that act, formerly c!assxﬁed to"section 112 of
Title 29, was repealed by Act June 25, 1948, and is covered
by rule 42(b), Fedéeral Rules of Criminal Procedure, this title.

Section 164 of Title' 45; included within the reference in
subsee. (c)-tor sections 151 to 188 of Title 45, was repealed by
Act Oct. 10, 1940, c. 851, § 4, 54 Stat: 1111. See sectlon5 of
Title 41, Public Contracts

Section 186 of Title 45, mcluded within the referenee in
subsec. (c) to sections 151 to 188 ot' 'l‘:tle 45 was om:tted
from the Code. - - Lawr %

Short Title o
This secnon is commonly known as the “Hobbs Act.”

§ 1952. Interstate and forelgn travel or trans
portation in aid of racketeermg en-
: terprises
(a) Whoever travels in interstate or foreign com-
merce or uses the mail or any facility in mterstate or
foreign commerce, with intent to—
(1) distribute the proceeds of any unlawful achv1
ty, or
(2) commit any crime of vxolence to further any
“*unlawful activity; or SR
. (3) otherwise promote, manage, estabhsh carry
“on, or facilitate the promotion, management, estab-
.-hshment, or carrying on, of any unlawful actmty,
a.nd thereafter performs or attempts to perform— o
.. (A an act described in paragraph (1) ar (3)
... shall be fined under this title, unpnsoned not.
. more than 5 years, or both, or ..
>~ -(B) an act described in paragraph (2) sba.ll be
fined under this: title, imprisoned for not more
. .-than 20 years, or both, and.if death results shall
... be imprisoned for any term of years or for life.

(b) As used in this section (i)' “unlawful actmty”
means (1) any business enterprise involving gambling,
liquor on which the Federal excise tax has not been
paid, narcotics or controlled substances (as defined in
section 102(6) of the Controlled Substances Act), or
prostitution offenses in violation of the laws of the
State in which they are committed or of the United
States,. (2) extortion, bnbery, or arson in violation of
the laws of the State in- which committed or of the
United States, or (3) any act which is indictable under
subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 31, United States
Code, or under section 1956 or 1957 of this: title and

Complete Annotation Materials, see Title 18, U.S.CA.
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() the term “State” includes a State of the United
States, ‘the Distriet of Columbm, and amy comimon
wealth, territory, or possession of the’ Umwd sum

(c) Investigations of violations under t!m “section

v e,

involving liquor shall be conducted under the supervi-
sion of the Secretary of the Treasury.

(Added Pub.L. 87-228 § 1(a), Sept. 13, %1. 75 S:.
and amended Pub.L. 89-68, July 7, 1965; 79 Stat
Pub.L. 91-513, Title II, § 701(i)(2), Oct. 27 lm .

1282; Pub.L. 99-570, Title XIII, § 1365(a), Oct. 27, 19886, 1
Stat. 3207-35; Pub.L. 101-647, Title XII, § 1206,
XVI, § 1604, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4831, 4843;
103-322, Title XIV, § 140007(a), - Title '~ XXXIII,
§ 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2033, 2147.)

... HISTORICAL AND ST\TU’I‘ORY NOTES

References in Text

Section 102(6) of the Controlled Substances Aet, referred
tomsubsec.(b)(l),lsclassxﬁedtosecuoums)ofﬁbn
Food and Drugs. _

Effective and Applicability Provisions =~

1970 Acts. Amendment by Pub.L. 91-513 effective on the
first day of the seventh calendar month that begins after Oct
26, 1970, see section 704 of Pub.L. 91-513, set out as an
Effective Dat_:e note under section 801 of Title 21, Food and

Drugs.

Savings Provmons

. Amendment of this section by Pub.L. 91—013 not o affect
or abate any prosecutions for violation of law or amy civil
seizures or forfeitures and injunctive proceedings com-
menced prior to the effective date of such amendment, and
all administrative proceedings pending before the farmer
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs on Oet. 27, 1970,
were to be continued and brought to final determ in
accord with laws and regulations in effect prior to Oet 27,
1970, see:section .702 of Pub.L. 91-513, set out as a Savings
Provision note-under section 321 of Title 21, Food and Dngs.

Short Title "~~~ :* :
Tlussectnonlscommonly lmowna.stbe"rmel.-!ct.’

[§ 1952A. . 'Renumbered 1958]
[§ 1952B. Renumbered 1959] °

§ 1953 Interstate transportatlon of w:gumg

.."-~ -, - paraphernalia ...  .--

(a) ‘Whoever, ‘except a common carrier in the ml
course. of its business, knowingly carries or sends in
interstate or foreign commerce any record, parapher-
nalia; ticket, certificate, bills, slip, token, paper, writ-
ing, ‘or other device used, or to be used, or adapted,
devised, or designed for use in (a) bookmaking; ar (b)
wagering pools with respect to a sporting event; ar (c)
in-a numbers, policy, bolita, or similar game shall be
fined under this title or nnpnsoned for not more than
five years. or, both -

(b) This section shall not apply to (1) parmmme_l
betting equipment, parimutuel tickets where legaily

SEHB
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acquired, or parimutuel materials ised ordedgnﬁ'dfw”z
use-at racetracks or-other sporting eventsoin connec- "
tion with which betting is legal under apphuble State
law, or (2) the transportation of betting materials. to
be used in the placing of bets or wagers onasporﬁng-‘
event into a State in which such betting is legal under
the statutes of that State, or (3) the carriage or
transportation in interstate or foreign commerce of
any newspaper or similar publication, or (4) equ.\p-'
ment, tickets, or materials used or designed for use
within a State in a lottery conducted by that State
acting under authority of State law, or (5) the trans-
portation in foreign commerce to a destination in a
foreign country of equipment, tickets, or materials
designed to be used within that foreign country in a
lottery which is authorized by the laws of that formgn
country.

(c) Nothing contained in this section shall create
immunity from criminal prosecution under any laws of
any State, Commonwealth of Puerto. Rico, temtory,
possession, or the District of Columbia..

(d) For the purposes of this section (1) “State”
means a State of the United States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any
territory or possession of the United States; and (2)
“foreign country” means any empire, country, domin-
ion, colony, or protectorate, or any subdivision thereof
(other than the Umted States, its territories or pos-
sessions). -

(e) For the purposes of this section “lottery” means

the pooling of proceeds derived from the sale of
tickets or chances and allotting those proceeds or
parts thereof by chance to one or more chance takers
or ticket purchasers. “Lottery” does not include the
placing or accepting of bets or wagers on sporting
events or contests.
(Added Pub.L. 87-218, § 1, Sept. 13, 1961, 75 Stat. 492, and
amended Pub.L. 93-383, § 3, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat..1916;
Pub.L. 96-90, § 2, Oct. 23, 1979, 93St.at.698 -Pub.L.
103-322, Title XXXIII § 330016(1)(L) Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat 2147) . i

§ 1954 Offer, acceptance, or sohcltatlon to in-
fluence operations of employee bene-
.. fitplan - .. . . L L

Whoever being— ’ T
"~ (1) an administrator, ofﬁcer, trustee, custodlan
counsel; agent, or employee of any employee. wel-
fare benefit plan or employee. pension benefit plan;
or . - -

(2) an officer, counsel, agent, or employee of an
employer or an employer any of whose employees
are covered by such plan; or

(3) an officer, counsel, agent, or employee of an
employee organization any of whose members are
covered by such plan; or

Complete Annotalion Materiais, see Title 18, U.S.C.A.
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it the head, or a person nominated to be head during the.
> pendency of such nomination, of a department listed in

section 101 of title 5 or the second ranking official: in
such department, the Director (or a person nominated
K to be: Director during the pendency-of such nomina-
£ tion). or Deputy Director of Central Intelligence; a
major Presidential or Vice Presidential candidate (as
defined in section 3056 of this title), or a Justice of the
United States, as defined in section 451 of title 28, or a
person nominated to be a Justice of the United States,
during the pendency of such nomination, shall be
punished as provided by sections 1111 and 1112 of this
title.

(b) Whoever kidnaps any mdmdual desxgnated in
subsection (a) of this section shall be punished (1) by
imprisonment for any term of years or for life, or (2)
by death or imprisonment for any term of years or for
life, if death results to such individual.

(¢) Whoever attempts to kill or kidnap any individ-
ual designated in subsection (a) of this section shall be
punished by unpnsonment for any term of years or
for life. :

(d) If two or more vpersons conspire to ldll or
kidnap any individual designated in subsection (a) of
this section and.one or more of such persons do any
act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each shall be
punished (1) by imprisonment for any term of years or
for life, or (2) by death or imprisonment for any term
of years or for life, if death results to such individual.

(e) Whoever assaults any person designated in sub-
section (a) of this section shall be fined under this
title, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both;
and if the assault involved the use of a dangerous
weapon, or personal injury results, shall be fined
under this title, or 1mpnsoned not more than ten
) years, or both.”

. (0 If Federal mvwmgatwe or prosecutlve Junsdlc-
txon is. asserted for a violation of this section, such
assertion shall suspend the exercise of.jurisdicﬁontby,

r
O

' l‘:' i 371. Conspn'acy to comrmt oﬁ'ense or to defraud Umted
s T : States, - -
o - 372. Conspu'acyto unpede or injure officer.’ -
i1 373. - Sohcltatxon to eommn: a cnme of vxolence R
Lo~ B R
‘rear;:s § 371 Consplracy to commit offense or to de-
w005 fraud United States ; . ,
mber If two or more persons conspire elther to commit
nem- any offense against the United States, or to defraud
ho'is i the United States, or any agency thereof in any

W .._CHAPTER 19—CONSPIRACY

a State o local ‘airthority, ander ahy s State VD
or local law, until Federal acnonlstem x,,...g‘ £

-(g) -Violations of this section shall be"in
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Assistan,
may-be requested from ‘any Federsl; ‘State, or’lg
agency, including the Army, Navy, and Air Force, any
statute, rule, or regulation to the contrary nothth
standmg .

(h) In a prosecution for an offense under this sec- i
tion the Government need not prove that the 'defen- -l
dant knew that the victim of the offense was an
individual protected by this section. =

(i) There is extraterritorial Junsdlction over the
conduct prohibited by this section. .
(Added Pub.L. 91-644, Title IV, § 15, Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat.
1891, and amended Pub.L. 97-285, §§ 1, 2(a), Oct. 6, 1982, 96
Stat. 1219; Pub.L. 99-646, § 62, Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat.
3614; Pub.L. 100-690, Title VII, § 7074, Nov. 18, 1988, 102
Stat. 4405; Pub.L. 103-322, Title XXXII, § 320101(d), Title
XXXTII, §§ 330016(1)(K), (L), 330021(1), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2108, 2147, 2150; Pub.L. 104-294, Title VI, -
§ 604(b)(12)XC), (¢)(2), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507, 3509.) i

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Effective and Applicability Provisions

1996 Acts. Amendment by section 604 of Pub. L 104-294
effective Sept. 13, 1994, see section 604(d) of Pub.L. 104-294,
set out as a note under section 13 of this title.

Repeals

Pub.L. 103-322, Title XXX1I1, § 320101(d)(3), Sept. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 2108, appearing in the credit of this section,
was repealed by Pub.L. 104-294, Title VI, § 604(b)(12)(C),
Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507.

Report to Member of Congress on Investigation Conduct-
ed Subsequent to Threat on Member’s Life

Pub.L. 95-624, § 19, Nov. 9, 1978, 92 Stat. 3466, provided
that: “The Federal Bureau of Investigation shall provide a
written report to a Member of Congress on any investigation
conducted based on a threat om the Member’s life under
section' 351 of title 18 of the United States Code {this
section].”

manner or for any purpose, and one or more of such
persons do-any act to effect the object of the conspira-
cy, each shall be fined under this title or unpnsoned
not more than five years, or both. . :

If, however, the oﬁ'ense, the commission of which is .
the object of the conspiracy, is a misdemeanor only, S
the punishment for such conspiracy shall not exceed i
the maximum pumshment prov1ded for such misde-
meanor. Tegr o
(June 25, 1948, c. 645, 62Stat. 701 Sept. 13 1994, PubL
103-322, Title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), 108 Stat. 2147.)

Complete Annotation Materials, see Title 18, U.S.C.A.
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cause to believe that an offense punishable by im-
prisonment for a term exceeding one year is to be
committed therewith, ships, transports, or receives a
firearm or any ammunition in interstate or foreign
commerce shall be fined under this title, or impris-
oned not more than ten years, or both,

(e)(1)(A) Except to the extent that a greater mini-
mum sentence is otherwise provided by this subsec-
tion or by any other provision of law, any person who,
during and in relation to any crime of violence or drug
trafficking crime (including a crime of violence or drug
trafficking crime that provides for an enhanced pun-
ishment if committed by the use of a deadly or
dangerous weapon or- device) for which the person
may be prosecuted in a court of the United States,
uses or carries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of
any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition
to the punishment provided for such crime of violence
or drug trafficking erime— -

- (i) be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not
less than 5 years; - =

(i) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to

a term of imprisonment of not less than 7 years;

__(iif) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to

- a term of impn'sqnment of not less than 10 years.

(B) If the firearm possessed by a person convicted
of a violation of this subsection— '

- (i) is a short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shot-
- gum, or semiautomatic assault weapon, the person
shall be sentenced to a term: of imprisonment of not
- less than 10 years; or = S
. +(ii) is & machinegun or a.destructive device, or is
equipped with a firearm silencer or firearm muffler,
- the person shall be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment of not less than 30 years. . .. .« .. ...

(O) In the case of a second or subsequent convic-
tion under this subsection, the person shall— p

(i) be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not

less than 25 years; and T

(ii) if the firearm involved is a machinegun or a
destructive device, or is .equipped with a firearm
-silencer or firearm muffler, be sentenced to impris-
‘onment for life. - .« R . .
(D) Notwithstanding any other provision of law—

(i) a court shall not place on probation sny per-
son convicted of a violation of this subs’ection;_‘and

(i) no term of imprisonment imposed on a per-
son ‘under this subsection shall run concurrently
‘with any other term of imprisonment imposed on
the person, including any term of imprisonment
imposed for the crime of violence or drug trafficking
‘crime during which the firearm was used, carried,
or possessed. ’ S

18 § 924

+'(2)"For purposes of this subsection, the term “drug
trafficking crime” means any.felony punishable under
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.),
the Controlled Substances Import and Export Act (21
US.C. 951 et seq.), or the Maritime Drug Law En-
forcement Act (46 U.S.C. App. 1901 et seq.).

(3) For purposes of this subsection the term “crime
of violence” means an offense that is a felony and—

(A) has as an element the use, attempted use, or
threatened use of physical force against the person

or property of another, or . o

(B) that by its nature, involves a substantial risk
that physical force against the person or property of
another may be used in the course of committing
the offense. :

(4) For purposes of this subsection, the term
“brandish” means, with respect to a firearm, to dis-
play all or part of the firearm, or otherwise make the
presence of the firearm known to another person, in
order to intimidate that person, regardless of whether
the firearm is directly visible to that person.

(d(1) Any firearm or ammunition involved in or
used in any knowing violation of subsection (a)4),
(a)(6), (), @), (h), @, G, or (k) of section 922, or
knowing importation or bringing into the United
States or any possession thereof any firearm or am-
munition in violation of section 922(1), or knowing
violation of section 924, or willful violation 6f any other
provision of this chapter or any rule or regulation
promulgated thereunder, or any violation of any other
criminal law of the United States, or any firearm or
ammunition intended to be used in any offense. re-
ferred to in paragraph (3) of this subsection,” where
such intent is demonstrated by clear and convincing
evidence, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture,
and all provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 relating to the seizure, forfeiture, and disposition
of firearms, as defined in section 5845¢a). of that Code,
shall, so far as applicable, extend to. seizures and
forfeitures under the provisions. of this. chapter: Pro-
vided, That upon acquittal of the Owner Or possessor,
or dismissal of the charges against him other than
upon motion of the Government prior to trial, or lapse
of or court termination of the restraining order to
which he is subject, the seized or relinquished fire-
arms or ammunition shall be returned forthwith to the
Owner or possessor or to a person delegated by the
owner or possessor unless the return of the firearms
or ammunition would place the owner or possessor or
his delegate in violation of law. Any action or pro-
ceeding for the forfeiture of firearms or ammunition
shall be commenced within one hundred and twenty
days of such seizure. . .

(2)(A) In any action or proceeding for the return of
firearms or ammunition seized under the provisions of
this chapter, the court shall allow the prevailing party,

Complete Annotation Materials, see Title 18, U.S.C.A.
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